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THE  ABBEY  OF  CAMBUSKENNETH.1 

Of  the  many  beautiful  and  interesting  works  with  which  Mr.  Fraser  has  enriched 
the  antiquarian  literature  of  his  country  this  is  the  last,  and  by  no  means  the  least  iu 
typographical  splendour  and  historical  importance.  The  Abbey  of  St.  Mary  of  Cambus- 
kenneth  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  religious  houses  of  Scotland  ;  its  site,  under  the 
shadow  of  the  rock  of  Stirling,  when  the  wintry  sun  goes  down,  brought  it  and  its  in- 
mates  into  immediate  connexion  with  many  of  the  most  famous  events  of  our  national 
history  ;  and  its  Register,  now  published  for  the  first  time,  "  is  the  only  one  which 
has  been  specially  authenticated  by  royal  and  judicial  authority." 

The  Augustine  monks  of  Cambuskenneth,  during  the  four  centuries  of  their  sojourn 
there,  received  many  grants  of  lands,  teinds,  fishings,  churches,  and  patronages  from 
various  benefactors,  from  the  time  of  David  L,  their  founder,  down  to  the  days  of  the 
Reformation.  These  were  scattered  over  a  wide  extent  of  the  midland  portion  of  Scot- 
land,  from  Alloa  to  Kilmaronock,  and  from  Kinnoull  to  Kirkintilloch.  The  income 
from  these  sources  was,  however,  precarious  and  difficult  of  collection  ;  the  situation  of 
the  abbey  likewise  exposed  it  to  frequent  visitations  from  the  armed  spoiler  •  and  the 
poverty  of  the  canons  and  the  monks  is  often  alleged  as  a  reason  for  the  pious  grant.s 
and  benefactions  which  were  bestowed  upon  them,  in  the  charters  by  which  the  gifts 
were  conveyed  and  secured. 

Amongst  the  historical  events  with  which  the  name  of  Cambuskenneth  is  linked  is 
the  Papal  excommunication  pronounced  there  in  1257  by  the  Bishop  of  Dunblane  and 
the  Abbots  of  Jedburgh  and  Melrose  against  the  Ministers  of  Alexander  III.  ;  the  battle 
of  Stirling,  in  which  Wallace  signally  defeated  the  English  close  to  the  walls  of  the 
abbey  in  1297  ;  and  the  subsequent  visit  of  Edward  III.  in  his  triumphal  march  from 
Dundee  in  1303.  In  the  next  year,  1304,  an  important  treaty  was  made  between 
Robert  the  Bruce,  Earl  of  Carrick,  and  William,  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews and  in  1314 
and  1326  King  Robert  the  Bruce  held  Parliaments  within  the  precincts  of,  asWyntouu 
has  it,  "  Kamyskynel  besyde  Strivelinge."  In  the  second  of  these  Parliaments  the  Act 
was  passed  in  virtue  of  which  the  House  of  Stuart  ascended  the  throne  of  Scotland  in 
the  person  of  Robert  II.,  son  of  Bruce's  daughter,  Marjory.  Robert  II.  and  Robert  III. 
both  visited  Cambuskenneth,  and  granted  charters  there.    The  death  of  James  II.  by 

1  Begistrum  Monasterii  S.  Marie  de  Cambushenneth,  a.d.  1147-1535.  Edinburgh,  1S72. 
4to.    Edited  by  William  Fraser,  and  presented  by  the  Marquis  of  Bute  to  the  Grampian  Club. 
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the  bursting  of  a  gun  atthe  siege  of  Roxburgh  in  1460  was  foretold  to  that  monarch 
himself  by  John  Templeman,  who,  whilst  tending  "  his  flock  on  the  Ochil  hills," 
appears  to  have  received  a  revelation  on  the  subject,  the  nature  of  which  is  not  dis- 
closed  by  the  MS.  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  and  which  ends  abruptly  with  the  words 
quoted  above.  John  Templeman  was  father  of  Sir  William,  superior  of  the  Monastery 
of  Cambuskenneth. 

We  owe  the  present  Register  to  the  care  of  Alexander  Mylne,  Abbot  of  Cambus- 
kenneth  in  the  reign  of  James  V.,  who,  finding  that  the  memorials  of  the  abbey  had 
suffered  much  from  damp  and  mildew,  "  which  was  destroying  not  only  the  seals  and 
writing,  but  the  very  parchments  themselves,"  presented  a  petition  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  praying  that  their  charters  should  be  transumed  and  transcribed  in  the  form  of 
a  book,  and  authenticated  by  the  signatures  of  the  Council  and'Clerk-Register,  and  by 
the  King's  seal.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  the  result  was  a  very  handsome  MS.  on 
vellum,  of  the  illuminated  ornaments  of  which  some  excellent  facsimiles  embellish  Mr. 
Fraser's  volume.  This  MS.,  after  the  suppression  of  convents,  fell  into  the  hands  of 
several  of  the  Erskines  of  Mar,  as  Commendators  of  the  abbey.  It  belonged  to  John 
Earl  of  Mar,  the  leader  of  the  Rebellion  of  1715,  and  is  now  in  the  Advocates'  Library, 
together  with  a  transcript  made  in  1738  by  Alexander  Taitt,  a  well-known  scribe  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  at  the  expense  of  Walter  MacFarlane  of  MacFarlane.  It  is 
supposed  to  contain  not  all  the  charters  of  the  abbey,  but  only  those  which  in  1535 
were  deemed  the  most  important.  None  of  the  original  documents  have  been  dis- 
covered,  though  careful  search  has  been  made.  Damp  and  mildew  may  have  com- 
pleted  the  destruction  apprehended  for  them  by  Abbot  Mylne,  or  they  may  have  per- 
ished  in  1559,  when  the  greater  part  of  the  abbey  was  pulled  down  and  all  its  furniture 
carried  off. 

The  Register  of  Cambuskenneth,  like  the  records  of  most  landed  estates,  is  mainly 
a  record  of  acquisitions  of  property  and  of  quarrels  with  neighbours.  The  old  French 
proverb,  Qui  terre  a,  guerre  a,  here  receives  abundant  confirmation.  It  was  no  doubt 
pleasant  to  the  abbot  and  fraternity  to  receive  at  various  times  between  1281  and  1323 
various  grants  of  property  and  patronage  from  Gilbert,  Henry,  and  William  of  Freslay, 
lairds  of  Fourgy,  in  consideration  of  spiritual  service  done  to  the  donors.  One  of  these 
gifts,  however- — the  mill  of  Arringrosk — brought  with  it  a  good  deal  of  strife  with  Sir 
Andrew  Murray  of  Ealvaird,  who  had  married  the  heiress  of  the  Freslays,  and  who 
resisted  the  multures  imposed  upon  him  and  his  vassals,  and  set  up  an  opposition  mill 
strife,  which  was  appeased  by  compromise. 
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With  Robert  Sinclair,  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  the  abbey  had  a  quarrel  so  serious,  that 
the  Abbot  obtained  against  that  prelate,  from  the  Bishop  of  St.  Andrews,  a  sentence  of 
excommunication,  which  was  publicly  read  during  the  celebration  of  mass  in  the  church 
of  Tullylum — a  conventual  church  of  Carmelite  Friars  in  the  Bishop's  own  diocese.  This 
proceeding  took  place  in  1393,  and  sounds  very  wonderful  and  dreadful  to  modern  ears. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  entailed  any  very  fatal  consequences,  or,  at  least, 
these  were  not  laid  to  heart  by  the  immediate  successor  of  the  prelate.  For  only  two 
years  later,  in  1395,  notwithstanding  the  thunders  of  Tullylum,  we  find  the  next  Bishop 
of  Dunkeld,  Robert  Cardny,  serving  the  abbey  a  shrewd  trick,  by  coming  down  with  a 
great  train  on  a  visitation  to  Lecropt  and  Alva,  churches  belonging  to  Cambuskenneth, 
living  at  the  expense  of  tbe  Abbot  and  brethren,  and  subsequently  sequestrating  to  his 
own  use  the  whole  fruits  of  these  churches.  In  1306  the  bell  tower  of  the  abbey  was 
destroyed  by  lightning,  and  "  certain  sons  of  iniquity"  invaded  its  precincts  and  carried 
off  the  chalices,  books,  and  ornaments  of  the  altar — misfortunes  which  so  reduced  the 
circumstances  of  the  brotherhood  that  they  were  unable  to  repair  their  choir,  which  was 
going  to  ruin.  It  was  therefore  with  very  opportune  beneficence  that  Pope  Clement  V. 
stepped  in  and  conferred  on  them  the  perpetual  vicarage  of  Clackmannan,  value  ten 
merks  yearly,  on  condition  of  their  providing  for  the  performance  of  divine  worship  by 
a  qualified  chaplain.  David  Bruce  of  Clackmannan  proved  himself  a  kindly  and  con- 
venient  neighbour,  by  "  renouncing,  restoring,  and  resigning "  in  favour  of  the  abbey 
and  its  canons  regular,  the  teinds  of  his  mills,  which  of  right  belonged  to  them,  but 
which  had  been  for  some  years  unjustly  withheld  by  some  of  his  predecessors.  Another 
David  Bruce,  he  of  Kennet,  was  less  neighbourly  and  candid,  for  he  required  to  be 
reminded  in  1 5 1 0  to  "  satisfy  for  his  coal-teind  in  future,  under  pain  of  excommunica- 
tion."  This  threat  was  actually  carried  out  in  the  case  of  John  Lord  Fleming,  Great 
Chamberlain  of  Scotland,  who  had  refused  to  appear  to  answer  certain  complaints  made 
against  him  by  the  abbey.  Letters  of  excommunication  were  obtained  from  Glasgow  in 
March  1522,  and  directed  to  Sir  John  Reid,  curate  of  Lenzie,  who  received  and  read 
them,  but  refused  to  put  them  in  execution  ;  and  the  messenger  was  also  beaten  by  one 
Thomas  Fleming,  who  seized  and  carried  off  the  letters.  The  year  following,  Lord 
Fleming  was  still  at  war  with  the  abbey  about  teind-sheaves ;  and  the  dispute  which 
began  before  1507  remained  unsettled  until  it  was  compromised  in  1527  by  his  son. 
Fishings  were  also  then  as  now  subjects  of  frequent  litigation  and  heartburning  •  and  in 
the  list  of  burgesses  of  Stirling  who  were  compelled  by  a  decree  of  David  II.  in  Council 
at  Scone  in  1365  to  restore  the  abbey  cruives,  which  they  had  attacked  and  broken 
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down,  will  be  found  many  names  still  well  known  there,  and  which  have  probably 
descended  to  their  present  peaceable  and  prosperous  owners  from  those  who  aided  and 
abetted  Hugo  Urry,  Robert  Raa,  and  others,  in  that  outrage. 

Mr.  Fraser's  account  of  the  twenty-eight  Abbots  of  Cambuskenneth  and  the  five  lay 
Commendators  will  be  found  very  interesting.  Of  some  nothing  but  their  names  or 
seals  have  survived.  Some  distinguished  themselves  by  obtaining  grants  and  gifts  for 
the  abbey  during  their  lives  ;  others  by  working  miracles  for  it  after  death.  William 
of  Blackburn,  1389-1400,  signalized  his  reign  by  obtaining  the  excommunication  of 
the  Bishop  of  Dunkeld,  and  by  vanquishing  other  foes,  such  as  William  of  Fentoune, 
who  was  ordered  by  arbiters  duly  appointed  to  restore  to  the  Abbot's  men  the  cows 
and  oxen  which  he  had  taken  frorn  them  ;  and  Robert  of  Dunbarney,  who,  for  "  speak- 
ing  dispituisly  "  of  the  Abbot  and  his  court,  had  to  come  fco  the  Abbey  at  Ladyday, 
"  hoodless,  hoseless,  hatless,  shoeless,  beltless,  and  knifeless,  during  the  celebration  of 
high  mass,  with  a  wax  candle  of  two  pounds  weight  in  his  hand,  and  there,  in  presence 
of  the  people,  upon  his  knees,  to  ask  forgiveness  from  the  Abbot  and  canons."  Patrick, 
the  seventeenth  Abbot,  obtained  from  Pope  Benedict  XIII.  a  bull  conferring  upon  him 
and  his  successors  the  right  of  using  the  mitre,  seal-ring,  and  other  pontifical  insignia, 
Henry  Arnot  was  a  leading  member  of  ihe  Parliaments  of  James  III.  and  IV.,  ambas- 
sador  to  England,  and  Lord  Treasurer  of  Scotland.  Patrick  and  David  Pantar  were  also 
engaged  in  the  highest  affairs  of  the  time.  Alexander  Mylne,  to  whom  we  owe  this 
Register,  was  the  most  eminent  of  the  whole.  He  sent  his  novices  to  Paris  for  literary 
culture,  and  rebuilt  a  considerable  portion  of  the  abbey,  and  was  first  President  of  the 
Court  of  Session.  For  the  acts  of  all  these  worthies,  and  the  might  that  they  showed, 
from  the  shadowy  Abbot  William,  1147-1164,  to  Sir  John  Erskine  of  Alva,  who  sold 
Cambuskenneth  in  1709  to  Cowan's  Hospital  in  Stirling,  we  must  refer  our  readers  to 
the  clear  and  pleasant  narrative  which  forms  part  of  Mr.  Fraser's  Introduction. 

It  rarely  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  critic  to  pass  judgment  on  a  work  in  all  ways  so 
worthy  of  praise  as  this  "  Register  of  St.  Mary  of  Cambuskenneth,"  in  which  the  muni- 
ficence  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute  has  been  worthily  associated  with  the  editorial  skill  of 
Mr.  Fraser,  and  the  beautiful  typography  of  Messrs.  Constable. 

Editorial  Notice. — We  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  notice  of  the  "  Register  of 
Cambuskenneth, "  the  most  recent  addition  to  the  bookshelves  of  the  Grampian  Club.  The 
notice  is  interesting,  partly  as  being  that  of  a  work  of  antiquarian  interest,  the  perusal  of 
which,  in  consequence  of  the  limited  number  of  copies,  wiil  be  a  privilege  enjoyed  by  but  few 
of  our  readers — partly  because  it  proceeds  from  tlie  pen  of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  members 
of  the  literary  and  artistic  world. — [From  tlie  Edlnburgh  Courant  of  June  10,  1872.] 


